
87 Fxstc Service Manual

87 FXSTC Service Manual: Your
Guide to Maintaining Your Classic
Softail
Owning a 1987 Harley-Davidson FXSTC Softail is a testament to your appreciation
for classic American motorcycle engineering. But keeping this iconic machine
running smoothly requires more than just admiration; it demands diligent
maintenance. This is where a comprehensive 87 FXSTC service manual
becomes invaluable. This guide delves into the importance of owning one,
explores its features, offers usage tips, and addresses common concerns
surrounding this essential tool for FXSTC owners and enthusiasts. We'll also cover
topics like Harley-Davidson FXSTC repair manual, FXSTC parts manual,
and 1987 Harley-Davidson Softail maintenance.

Understanding the Importance of an 87 FXSTC
Service Manual
A dedicated 87 FXSTC service manual isn't just a collection of pages; it's your
bible for maintaining your motorcycle's health and longevity. Think of it as the
owner's instruction manual on steroids, offering detailed, step-by-step
instructions for everything from routine maintenance like oil changes and
carburetor adjustments to complex repairs involving engine components or
electrical systems. Without it, tackling even minor repairs can become a
frustrating and potentially damaging ordeal.

### Benefits of Owning an 87 FXSTC Service Manual

The benefits of possessing a genuine or reliable reproduction Harley-Davidson
FXSTC repair manual are numerous:

Preventative Maintenance: The manual guides you through regular
maintenance tasks, allowing you to identify and address potential problems
before they escalate into costly repairs. This proactive approach ensures
your FXSTC runs smoothly and reliably for years to come.
Troubleshooting: Encounter a strange noise or a performance issue? The
manual provides detailed troubleshooting guides, helping you diagnose the
problem efficiently and avoid unnecessary parts replacements.
DIY Repairs: For mechanically inclined owners, the manual empowers you
to perform many repairs yourself, saving you considerable money on labor
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costs. This fosters a deeper understanding of your motorcycle's mechanics.
Accurate Parts Identification: The diagrams and parts lists within the
manual ensure you order the correct replacement parts, avoiding
compatibility issues and wasted expenses. This is particularly crucial when
dealing with older machines like the 87 FXSTC, where parts may no longer
be readily available.
Increased Resale Value: A well-maintained FXSTC, evidenced by a
documented history of regular maintenance based on the service manual,
holds greater resale value compared to a neglected machine.

Using Your 87 FXSTC Service Manual Effectively
Your 87 FXSTC service manual is a powerful tool, but its effectiveness hinges
on your ability to use it correctly. Here are some tips:

Familiarize Yourself with the Structure: Before undertaking any work,
familiarize yourself with the manual's layout, index, and table of contents.
This will allow you to quickly locate the specific information you need.
Follow Instructions Meticulously: Precise adherence to the instructions
is crucial, especially when dealing with complex repairs. Skipping steps or
improvising can lead to damage or injury.
Gather Necessary Tools: Before beginning any task, ensure you have all
the necessary tools and equipment mentioned in the manual. This
minimizes interruptions and keeps your workflow efficient.
Maintain a Clean and Organized Workspace: A clean and organized
workspace prevents misplaced parts and minimizes the risk of damaging
components.
Take Your Time: Rushing through repairs can lead to mistakes. Take your
time, follow the instructions carefully, and double-check your work.

Choosing the Right 87 FXSTC Service Manual
The market offers several options for FXSTC parts manuals and service
manuals. Choosing the right one is vital. Consider the following:

Originality: While genuine Harley-Davidson manuals are ideal, reliable
reproductions are also available. Ensure the source is reputable and the
manual's content is accurate.
Completeness: Check the table of contents to ensure the manual covers
all aspects of your FXSTC's maintenance and repair.
Clarity and Illustrations: Clear diagrams, illustrations, and concise
instructions are essential for ease of understanding and efficient work.

Troubleshooting and Common Issues (with the
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help of your 87 FXSTC Service Manual)
Your 87 FXSTC service manual is indispensable when tackling common issues
such as carburetor problems (common in older models), electrical system
malfunctions, or brake adjustments. The manual's troubleshooting sections
provide diagnostic steps and solutions for a wide range of problems, saving time
and preventing costly mistakes. For example, understanding the specifics of the
1987 Evo engine's ignition system, clearly outlined in the manual, is crucial for
efficient troubleshooting and repair. Similarly, the detailed wiring diagrams found
within are invaluable when tackling any electrical faults.

Conclusion
Investing in a high-quality 87 FXSTC service manual is an investment in the
long-term health and enjoyment of your classic Softail. It empowers you to
perform preventative maintenance, troubleshoot problems effectively, and even
tackle repairs yourself, saving money and fostering a deeper appreciation for
your motorcycle's intricate mechanics. Remember to choose a reliable source,
familiarize yourself with the manual's structure, and always prioritize safety and
precision when undertaking any maintenance or repair.

FAQ
Q1: Where can I find a reliable 87 FXSTC service manual?

A1: Several online retailers and specialty motorcycle parts suppliers offer both
original and reproduction manuals. Check reputable online marketplaces, Harley-
Davidson forums, and classic motorcycle parts suppliers. Always check reviews
and compare prices before purchasing.

Q2: Is it necessary to use a genuine Harley-Davidson manual?

A2: While a genuine manual is ideal, high-quality reproductions can be just as
effective, often at a lower cost. The key is to ensure the reproduction is accurate
and complete.

Q3: Can I perform all repairs using the manual?

A3: While the manual empowers you to tackle many repairs, some specialized
tasks may require professional expertise and specialized tools. Use your
judgment and always prioritize safety.

Q4: What if I encounter a problem not covered in the manual?

A4: Online forums dedicated to Harley-Davidsons, particularly those focused on
the FXSTC and Evo engine models, are valuable resources. You can often find
solutions or advice from experienced owners and mechanics.



87 Fxstc Service Manual

87 Fxstc Service Manual
4

Q5: How often should I perform routine maintenance as outlined in the
manual?

A5: The manual will provide specific recommendations based on mileage and
usage. Adhering to these guidelines is crucial for your motorcycle's longevity.

Q6: Can I download a digital version of the 87 FXSTC service manual?

A6: While digital versions may be available from some sources, be wary of
copyright issues and ensure the source is reputable. A physical copy is often
preferred for ease of use in the garage.

Q7: What specific tools do I need to have on hand for basic
maintenance?

A7: This will depend on the specific task. The manual itself will list required tools
for each procedure. However, generally, you'll need basic hand tools such as
wrenches, screwdrivers, sockets, and pliers. More specialized tools may be
needed for certain repairs.

Q8: My 87 FXSTC is showing unusual wear. Can the manual help me
identify potential issues?

A8: Yes, absolutely. The manual frequently includes sections on diagnosing wear
and tear, helping you pinpoint potential problem areas before they escalate into
major repairs. Pay close attention to sections on regular inspection and
component wear patterns.

Decoding the Mysteries: Your Guide to the 87
FXSTC Service Manual
The 1987 Harley-Davidson FXSTC Softail Custom. A classic machine, symbolizing
a distinct era of American motorcycle culture. But even these strong machines
require regular maintenance to preserve their best functioning. This is where the
87 FXSTC service manual becomes essential. This comprehensive guide will
examine the value of this manual, expose its components, and give you useful
guidance for its effective employment.

The 87 FXSTC service manual isn't just a collection of illustrations and details; it's
your passport to grasping the intricate inner workings of your motorcycle. Think
of it as a thorough guide for keeping your prized machine in top condition. It
provides you the knowledge to pinpoint faults, perform fixes, and prevent
upcoming mechanical difficulties.

Navigating the Manual's Chapters:

The manual is typically organized in a logical manner, making it relatively
straightforward to consult. You'll find sections devoted to:
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Engine Service: This section covers everything from routine oil alterations
to more complex procedures like lifter modifications and throttle body
tuning. Clear pictures and ordered instructions make even demanding
tasks achievable.

Transmission and Transmission System Care: This important section
explains how to check and service your motorcycle's transmission, clutch
system, and final drive. Learning to diagnose issues early can avoid more
serious issues down the line.

Electrical System: The electrical system of your FXSTC is relatively
simple compared to current bikes, but the manual provides detailed
schematics and repair procedures for detecting and fixing any electric
issues.

Brakes and Steering: Proper stopping service is essential for security.
The manual will lead you through examining and altering your brakes, as
well as caring for your front suspension and rear end.

Bodywork and Components: Beyond the engineering aspects, the
manual also covers the preservation of your motorcycle's bodywork and
components. This section may contain details on maintaining and fixing
minor injury.

Utilizing the 87 FXSTC Service Manual Effectively:

Read Before You Start: Before starting any repair task, carefully review
the relevant chapter of the manual.

Gather Your Equipment: Make sure you have all the necessary
equipment before you start.

Follow the Directions Accurately: Meticulously follow the instructions
provided in the manual. Skipping phases can lead to mistakes and probable
harm.

Take Your Leisure: Don't rush the procedure. Taking your leisure will
assist you avoid failures and ensure a fruitful result.

Consult Additional Sources: If you face any issues, don't hesitate to
consult extra sources, such as online communities or knowledgeable
technicians.

Conclusion:

The 87 FXSTC service manual is an invaluable asset for any possessor of this
classic machine. By grasping its features and applying the advice it offers, you
can guarantee that your FXSTC remains in peak shape for decades to come.
Owning and maintaining this motorcycle is a adventure, and the manual serves
as your reliable friend along the way.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q: Where can I find an 87 FXSTC service manual?

A: You can typically find them online through retailers specializing in
motorcycle parts and manuals, or through used booksellers. Harley-
Davidson dealerships may also have access to copies.

Q: Is it necessary to have a mechanical background to use the
manual?

A: While helpful, a mechanical background isn't strictly required. The
manual is designed to be understandable for most individuals with a
willingness to learn.

Q: Can I use a service manual from a different year model?

A: While some components might be similar, it's best to use the manual
specific to your 1987 FXSTC for accurate information and procedures.
Differences in design could lead to errors.

Q: What if I encounter a problem the manual doesn't address?

A: Online forums dedicated to Harley-Davidsons, particularly the FXSTC
model, can be a great resource for troubleshooting unique issues.
Consulting experienced mechanics is also a viable option.
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